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By adding the following immediately preceding the enacting clause:

WHEREAS, it is prudent from time to time to examine the language of state statutes to

determine if such language permits the employment of technological advances which can bring

efficiencies and economies to the operation of state and local government; and

WHEREAS, the bidding and purchasing procedures of state and local government are

one such area where efficiencies and economies might be obtained through the use of the

Internet in permitting a system of open bids in purchasing procedure; and

WHEREAS, it is fitting and appropriate that the question of permitting an open bid

system, including the use of the Internet be examined by representatives of state and local

government and the private sector; now, therefore,

AND FURTHER AMEND by deleting all of the language after the enacting clause and

substituting instead the following:

SECTION 1.  There is created a task force to study the issue of permitting a system of

open bids in the purchasing procedures of municipal, county and state governments, including

the use of the Internet as a medium for advertising for and receiving open bids.

SECTION 2.  The task force shall consist of seven (7) members, as follows: the

commissioner of general services or his designee; the director of county audit of the office of the

comptroller of the treasury; one (1) person having technical knowledge of information services

and the Internet, to be appointed by the information systems council; one (1) person appointed

by the Tennessee city manager’s association; two (2) persons appointed by the Tennessee

association of public purchasing, one (1) to be a municipal purchasing officer and one (1) to be
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a county purchasing officer; and one (1) person from the private sector to be appointed by the

governor.

SECTION 3.  The task force shall study the bidding and purchasing processes of

municipal, county and state governments and the statutory language establishing such

procedures, and shall make recommendations as to whether any or all of such governmental

units would benefit from allowing a system of open bids advertised for and received through the

medium of the Internet.

The commissioner of general services shall convene the first meeting of the Task Force.

At its first meeting the task force shall elect a chair, a vice chair and such other officers as the

task force may find necessary and appropriate.

The Institute for Public Service of the University of Tennessee and the Fiscal Review

Committee shall furnish staff assistance to the task force, if requested.

Members of the task force shall serve without compensation, except that any member of

the task force who is not a state or local government employee shall be reimbursed for all travel

expenses incurred as a result of his or her duties with the task force in accordance with the

provisions of the comprehensive travel regulations promulgated by the department of finance

and administration and approved by the attorney general.

The task force shall report its findings and recommendations to the chairs of the

commerce committees, the finance, ways and means committees and the state and local

government committees of the senate and house of representatives of the general assembly no

later than February 1, 1999, at which time the task force shall cease to exist.
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SECTION 4.  This act shall take effect upon becoming a law, the public welfare requiring

it.


